
Update  
May 4, 2004 
 
McAlpine rock is cure for failing bank 
 
The Louisville District intends to recycle approximately 24,000 tons of good limestone 
being excavated for the new McAlpine lock chamber to use in the emergency bank 
stabilization at Emery Lane. Arrangements to store the material near the site of the repair 
are underway. Transportation of the rock will begin the first week in May. Using the 
McAlpine rock will substantially reduce costs of repairs to stabilize the failing bank and 
generate a quicker fix to the problem. 
 

 
Gravel is dumped to prep the area for the arrival of McAlpine stone. 

 
 
 
In the News: Getting the facts straight 
April 1, 2004 
 
1.  Issue:  The Courier-Journal, Louisville, Kentucky stated that the collapsed road is 
“just yards” from a $1.7 million dollar bridge. The Evening News, Jeffersonville, Indiana 
published quotes that the Corps has constructed a “bridge to nowhere.” 
 
Explanation:  The collapsed road is approximately 100 yards from the newly constructed 
bridge over Mill Creek. The bank area near the bridge is stable. The bridge will provide 
access from east to west as part of the Greenway Project. It is still early in the 
construction where adjustments can be made should a planned road need to be moved 
north.   

 
 
2.  Issue:  Local officials from Indiana were quoted in news articles that the eroding 
shoreline near the collapsed area lays within a wildlife conservation area that the Corps 
controls. 
 



Explanation:  The road damaged by the current slide is not on Government-owned land. 
Because the road has been moved north over a period of years due to continued erosion, 
the Town of Clarksville owns the property. Regardless, the Corps of Engineers has 
assigned its Project Planning Branch to research and ultimately recommend repairs on the 
Indiana Shoreline bank failure. 
 
3.  Issue: Local officials were quoted in the Evening News saying that the Corps dumped 
rock over the bank in the past in an attempt to stabilize the bank. The Corps stated during 
a recent press conference that this practice actually increases the potential for bank 
failure.  
 
Explanation: Documentation exists that the Corps entered into two separate agreements 
in the 1970s with the Town of Clarksville. The Corps reimbursed Town of Clarksville 
monies that it spent to design and construct/contract to repair the bank erosion that had 
taken place. In the agreements, the Town was designated responsibility to maintain the 
repaired areas. 
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