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Introduction 

The Louisville District received a petition from the Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority 
(PGCDA) and the Northern Kentucky Port Authority (NKPA) requesting the expansion of the waterborne 
commerce statistical port boundary for the Port of Cincinnati.  The referenced petition included 
supporting legislative enactments from five State of Ohio counties and ten Commonwealth of Kentucky 
counties.   

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Requirements 
 

The United States Army Corps of Engineers is, by statute, the Federal Agency responsible for the 
collection, compilation and publication of waterborne commerce statistical data in the United States.  
This task includes official designation of port areas for the purpose of collecting statistical data on 
commodity tonnages being handled within a defined port area.  Pursuant to applicable guidance 
(Engineer Pamphlet 1130-2-520) the Corps of Engineers has the authority to approve all additions, 
modifications, or deletions of the data tables that appear in waterborne commerce statistical 
publication compiled by the Institute for Water Resources, United States Army Corp of Engineers and 
known as the Waterborne Commerce of the United States.  This authority enables the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers to review all deletions, modifications to, or establishments of port areas in the 
United States.  The administrative and review process for the proposed action is as follows: the United 
States Army Engineer District, Louisville where the action is initiated; the United States Army Engineer 
Division, Great Lakes and Ohio River where the action is reviewed and endorsed; the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center where the action is reviewed and endorsed; 
and the United States Army Corps of Engineers Navigation and Civil Works Decision Support Center were 
the action is approved. 

Any changes in the waterborne commerce data tables with respect to additions to, or changes in the 
definition of waterborne commerce statistical port boundaries of the United States must meet one of 
two specific criteria.  Those criteria are set forth in Engineer Pamphlet 1130-2-520, Chapter 5, paragraph 
5-10, subparagraph d, subparts 1 and 2 and read (respectively) as follows: 

• Port limits defined by legislative enactments of state, county, or city governments.  

• Port limits defined by the corporate limits of a municipality. 

The United States Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center has determined 
that in the absence of the establishment of a specific port authority or commission to administer the 
operations of the proposed port expansion, a modification of waterborne commerce statistical port 
boundary for the Port of Cincinnati would only require legislative enactments (i.e. resolutions) passed by 
each county commission or fiscal court of the counties affected by the proposed expansion.  
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The required legislative enactments are attached hereto as Appendix A. 

Existing Conditions 
The Port of Cincinnati was established by the United States Army Corps of Engineers for the purpose of 
delineating an area for the collection, compilation, and publication of waterborne commerce statistical 
data on the Ohio River.  There is no port commission, port authority or administrative offices that 
govern the operation or development of the subject port.  The existing Port of Cincinnati as designated 
and recognized by the United States Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center 
includes waterfront areas in: 

• Hamilton County, Ohio (i.e. the right descending bank of the Ohio River from river mile 465 to 
river mile 491);  

• Campbell County, Kentucky (i.e. the left descending bank of the Ohio River from river mile 465 
to river mile 470.3; 

• Kenton County, Kentucky (i.e. the left descending bank of the Ohio River from river mile 470.3 to 
river mile 477.5; and 

• Boone County, Kentucky (i.e. the left descending bank of the Ohio River from river mile 477.5 to 
river mile 491.   

This designation is for commercial statistical data-gathering purposes only and includes privately owned 
and operated river terminal facilities along both the State of Ohio and Commonwealth of Kentucky 
shorelines in this designated 26 mile long reach.  

The current Port of Cincinnati includes waterfront areas in Hamilton County, Ohio (a part of); Campbell 
County, Kentucky; Kenton County, Kentucky; and Boone County, Kentucky (a part of).  The cities of 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Newport, Kentucky; and Covington, Kentucky are included within the current port 
designation (see Figure 1 for a map delineation of the current waterborne commerce statistical port 
boundary). 

The existing waterborne commerce statistical port boundary includes approximately 33 active terminals 
with a commodity profile of coal, petroleum, chemicals, crude materials, manufactured goods, food and 
farm products.  In 2012 approximately 11 million tons of cargo moved in the segment of the Ohio River 
that is currently designated as the Port of Cincinnati in data tables from the Waterborne Commerce of 
the United States. 

Proposed Action 
In August 2012 the PGCDA and the NKPA formally petitioned the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
to consider re-designating the definition of the Port of Cincinnati in the Waterborne Commerce of the 
United States data tables.  These two port authorities officially requested consideration of an expanded 
port boundary in response to the advocacy of the Central Ohio River Business Association (CORBA). 
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CORBA is a trade association representing local businesses conducting commerce primarily along the 
Ohio River in the tri-state region of Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana.  Membership consists of barge tow 
companies, terminal operators, barge fleeting companies, restaurant and entertainment industries, local 
port authorities and municipalities, utilities, and other related maritime support companies.  CORBA was 
formed in 2012.  

The proposed boundary includes a modification to include a 226.5 mile reach of the Ohio River and a 7 
mile reach of the Licking River, Kentucky (the proposal does not include any State of Indiana counties).  
Specifically, the proposed addition to the waterborne commerce statistical port boundary of the Port of 
Cincinnati includes: 

• the right descending bank of the Ohio River from river mile 356.8 to river mile 491.4 and the left 
descending bank of the Ohio River from river mile 357.4 to river mile 576.3; and  

• the right and left descending banks of the Licking River, Kentucky from river mile 7 to river mile 
0. 

(See Figure 4 for a map delineation of the hereinabove described addition to the waterborne 
commerce statistical port boundary of the Port of Cincinnati.) 

The expanded port boundary would include approximately 80 active river terminals, which in 2012 
moved approximately 47.7 million tons of commodities.  

The proposed modification to the waterborne commerce statistical port boundary of the Port of 
Cincinnati includes the following 15 counties: 

• State of Ohio – Hamilton, Clermont, Brown, Adams, and Scioto (a part of); and 
• Commonwealth of Kentucky – Trimble, Carroll, Gallatin, Boone, Kenton, Campbell, Pendleton, 

Bracken, Mason, and Lewis. 

It should be noted that Trimble County, Kentucky is part of the Louisville Metropolitan Statistical Area.  
Inclusion of Trimble County, Kentucky was by request and vetted with economic development 
professionals and transportation organizations representing the greater metropolitan Louisville area.  To 
date, no opposition has been encountered.  Trimble County, Kentucky works in close partnership with 
Carroll County, Kentucky and Gallatin County, Kentucky on numerous economic development and 
transportation initiatives including programming for the Interstate 71 corridor.   

This proposal does not advocate nor recommend the creation of any port authority or commission to 
govern the overall operations or development of the expanded port area.  Existing public port 
authorities and economic development authorities in the proposed re-designation operate 
independently and will continue to operate as such should the port expansion be approved. 

The PGCDA and NKPA proposed that the name of the expanded port be, “The Ports of Cincinnati & 
Northern Kentucky” with a request to abbreviate in the Waterborne Commerce of the United States 
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data tables as “Cincinnati-Northern KY, OH and KY.” The proposed name considers the regional nature 
of the boundary modification and the number of counties and communities included within the 
expanded port area.  Maintaining the geographical reference to “Cincinnati” in the renamed port is 
significant as it preserves the existing market recognition within the maritime community. 

Justification for Modification of Port Boundary 
 

Legislative enactments (i.e. resolutions) were passed by each county commission or fiscal court of the 
counties affected by the proposed expansion (complied with the regulation as set forth in Engineer 
Pamphlet 1130-2-520, Chapter 5, paragraph 5-10, subparagraph d, subpart 1). 

Modification to the waterborne commerce statistical port boundary of the Port of Cincinnati received 
support from local governments, general assemblies, Governors (State of Ohio and Commonwealth of 
Kentucky), Federal congressional districts, and private business interest in the State of Ohio and 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

An expanded waterborne commerce statistical port boundary will create the opportunity to expand the 
commodity profile and encourage economic development and transportation options.  The proposed 
port boundary supports an additional 47 active terminals, moving an estimated additional 36.5 million 
tons of commodities. Currently, commodity movements associated with these terminals are not 
attributed to a defined port boundary in the waterborne commerce data tables of the United States.  

Alternatives Considered  
 

• Alternative Boundary #1 - Existing Condition/No Action (Figure 1) 
The no action alternative would result in the current Port of Cincinnati statistical boundary being 
maintained from Ohio River miles 465.0 to 491.4.  Adjacent counties and municipalities would 
not be included within any designated port area and tonnages collected in undesignated areas 
would remain aggregated into general river system totals (Ohio River and Licking River).   
 

• Alternative Boundary #2 – Both Banks of the Ohio River from the Port of Huntington Tri-State to 
Trimble /Oldham County border (Figure 2) 
Alternative Boundary 2 would expand the statistical boundaries of the Port of Cincinnati 
upstream to meet the boundary of the Port of Huntington Tri- State (river mile 356.8) and 
extend downstream to Trimble / Oldham County border (river mile 576.3). This alternative 
includes both sides of the Ohio River and 7 miles of the Licking River, Kentucky.   
 

• Alternative Boundary #3 – Cincinnati Metropolitan Statistical Area (Figure 3) 
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Alternative Boundary 3 proposes expanding the statistical boundaries of the Port of Cincinnati to 
only include the counties of the Cincinnati Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).  The MSA 
counties are Hamilton (OH), Clermont (OH), Brown (OH), Gallatin (KY), Boone (KY), Kenton (KY), 
Campbell (KY), Pendleton (KY), and Bracken (KY). 
 
This includes the right descending bank of the Ohio River from river mile 405.4 to river mile 
509.8 and left descending bank of the Ohio River from river mile 420.9 to river mile 535.0, 
including both sides of the Licking River from river mile 0.0 to river mile 7.0.  
 

• Alternative Boundary #4 –  Proposed Boundary (Figure 4) 
The proposed boundary includes a modification to include a 226.5 mile reach of the Ohio River 
and 7 miles of the Licking River (the proposal does not include any Indiana counties). 
Specifically, the proposed boundary for the Port of Cincinnati includes the right descending bank 
of the Ohio River from river mile 356.8 to river mile 491.4 and left descending bank of the Ohio 
River from river mile 357.4 to river mile 576.3, including the Licking River (both banks) from river 
mile 0.0 to river mile 7.0.  

Anticipated Impacts 
 

The United States Army Corps of Engineers is the reviewing and approval agency for the proposed 
action.  No expenditure of capital or O&M Federal funds will be required to modify the waterborne 
commerce statistical port boundary of the Port of Cincinnati.  Corps of Engineers review and approval of 
the proposed action would neither require any regulatory permit action or Congressional authorization. 
The port re-designation would result in an administrative modification to a computer data base that 
compiles national tonnage data collected for waterborne commodities.  The proposed re-designation 
does not require any construction of new facilities or rehabilitation of existing facilities. The re-
designation does not influence positively or negatively the regulatory functions of any Federal, state or 
county agencies concerned with protection of the floodplain resources within the river corridors. The 
proposed port re-designation does not positively or negatively affect ongoing navigation, environmental 
restoration or flood control studies by the Corps of Engineers. The proposed port re-designation does 
not alter or jeopardize any existing interagency agreements or contracts regarding environmental 
protection or resource conservation.  

Stakeholder Views and Public Involvement    
 

The formulation of the proposed action has been aided and assisted through a series of meetings among 
the affected counties and municipal governments in the region. 
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The PGCDA, with assistance from the NKPA, held initial one-on-one meetings with all 15 County 
Commissions and Fiscal Courts within Ohio and Kentucky to introduce the proposed re-designation, 
engage in early dialogue, and address any initial questions. Meetings were held between April 2013 and 
October 2013. 

At the discretion of county jurisdictions, the PGCDA and the NKPA, with support from CORBA, made 
larger stakeholder meetings available to interested parties. Alternatively, counties supporting the re-
designation were encouraged to proceed with resolutions as deemed appropriate by the local legislative 
body. CORBA hosted regular member updates for the project and participated in broader stakeholder 
dialogue throughout the entire process. Stakeholder discussions included the following: Northern 
Kentucky Area Development District, Buffalo Trace Area Development District, Fivco Area Development 
District, Kentuckiana Regional Planning & Development Agency, Downtown Portsmouth Business 
Owners Group, Maysville-Mason County Chamber of Commerce, and the Hamilton County 
Transportation Improvement District. Meetings were held throughout the project period. 

Resolutions were formally requested from all counties within the proposed re-designation boundary 
between October 2013 and February 2014. The PGCDA, the NKPA, and / or CORBA were present, as 
necessary and invited, to answer questions during the County Commission and Fiscal Court meetings. 
The re-designation has secured supporting resolutions from all 15 participating counties in Ohio and 
Kentucky. 

An original re-designation concept considered inclusion of the Indiana counties of Jefferson, Ohio, 
Switzerland, and Dearborn. The Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority initiated contact with 
the Ports of Indiana to gauge interest in joining the effort. Upon conclusion of one-on-one meetings with 
individual counties, it was determined that the State of Indiana, Ports of Indiana, and respective 
counties would not participate in the re-designation project. 

The geographic extent of the proposed action has led to the decision by the District Commander to 
distribute the proposal to the general public for a 30-day review and comment period. Substantive 
comments from the public, corporations and organizations will be incorporated into this decision 
document as an appendix for review by higher Corps authority in the review and approval process.  

[This section of the final decision document will include a synopsis of the public comments received 
during the 30-day review period.  All comments received will be incorporated into this document as an 
appendix.] 

Tentative Findings 
 

Through research of Corps requirements regarding modifications to port areas, discussions and 
meetings with many of the stakeholders that will be affected by the proposed action, and due 
consideration of the proposal presented by the PGCDA and NKPA, I tentatively find the following: 
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1. The final proposal submitted to me incorporates sufficient justification (as required by the 
reviewing and approving Corps of Engineers offices) to support the statistical boundary 
expansion of the Port of Cincinnati; 

2. The final proposal submitted to me includes the required legislative enactments (resolutions) by 
the 15 affected counties within the expanded port boundary; 

3. The geographic extent of the port re-designation warrants a 30-day public review of the 
proposed action to solicit public comments prior to the transmittal of this proposal for 
additional review. 

District Commander’s Tentative Recommendation 
 

My recommendation on the proposed action will be based upon the data and information included in 
the PGCDA and NKPA’s final proposal, letters of support and the comments and information provided to 
my office during the 30-day public comment period. 
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Alternative Boundary #1 
Existing Condition / No Action 

(Figure 1) 
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Alternative Boundary #2 
Both Banks of the Ohio River from the Port of Huntington 

Tri-State to Trimble /Oldham County border 
(Figure 2) 
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Alternative Boundary #3 
Cincinnati Metropolitan Statistical Area  

(Figure 3) 
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Alternative Boundary #4 
Proposed Boundary 

(Figure 4) 
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descending bank of the Ohio River
from river mile 357.4 to river mile
576.3, including the Licking River
from river mile 0 to river mile 7.
Maintained Depth: 9 feet.

Huntington Tri-State boundary
includes both banks of the Ohio
River from river mile 256.8 to river
mile 356.8; Kanawha River from
river mile 0 to river mile 90; Big
Sandy River from river mile 0 to
river mile 9.
Maintained Depth: 9 feet.

Port of Louisville boundary includes
both banks of the Ohio River from
river mile 601 to river mile 616.
Maintained Depth: 9 feet.

K

Oldham / Trimble Co. Boundary
River Mile 576.3

Huntington Tri-State
Terminus

River Mile 356.8

Lewis / Greenup Co.
Boundary

River Mile 357.4
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Appendix A: Legislative Enactments 
 

 

• Hamilton County, OH 
• Clermont County, OH 
• Brown County, OH 
• Adams County, OH 
• Scioto County, OH 
• Trimble County, KY 
• Carroll County, KY 
• Gallatin County, KY 
• Boone County, KY 
• Kenton County, KY 
• Campbell County, KY 
• Pendleton County, KY 
• Bracken County, KY 
• Mason County, KY 
• Lewis County, KY 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Enactments: State of Ohio Counties 

 











ADAMS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS          REGULAR SESSION                   October 29, 2013 

 
 
 
PORT OF CINCINNATI BOUNDARY EXPANSION TO INCLUDE ADAMS COUNTY APPROVED 
RESOLUTION 2013-514 
 
                It was moved by Stephen Caraway and seconded by Brian Baldridge to approve the Port of 
Cincinnati Boundary Expansion to include Adams County. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, the collection of waterborne commerce statistics pertaining to rivers, harbors, and 
waterways and the compilation and publication of such data by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are 
required by federal law; and 
 
WHEREAS, expansion of the current statistical boundaries of the Port of Cincinnati would more 
accurately reflect the local waterborne commerce activity and increase tonnage recorded by the 
Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Navigation and Civil Works 
Decision Support Center, elevating the rank of the Port among the inland ports in the United States 
further supporting local economic development; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed expansion of the current statistical boundaries will provide significant 
marketing and may result in investment opportunities leading to job creation and economic growth for 
Adams County, Ohio; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Adams County Board of Commissioners supports the port 
boundary expansion beyond the current recognized limits of the Ohio River mile 465 and river mile 491 
to include the entire riverfront of Adams County from river mile 374.6 to river mile 405.4 on the Ohio 
River.  Said support extends for statistical purposes only and not to any waterways organization or 
further control of the Ohio River nor does the expanded boundary impact any existing or future public 
port or economic development authorities. 
 
Approved October 29, 2013 
 

There was no further discussion and upon the call of the roll the vote resulted as follows: 
 

VOTE:  Baldridge, yea                                   Caraway, yea                                                Worley, yea  

 

 
 
 





 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Enactments: Commonwealth of 
Kentucky Counties 
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Appendix B: Supporting Endorsements 
 

 

• State of Ohio Congressional Representatives 
• Commonwealth of Kentucky Congressional Representatives 
• Governor of the State of Ohio 
• Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
• State of Ohio General Assembly 
• Commonwealth of Kentucky General Assembly 
• State of Ohio Local Jurisdictions 
• Commonwealth of Kentucky Local Jurisdictions 
• Private Industry 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Endorsements: State of Ohio 
Congressional Representatives  











 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Endorsements: Commonwealth of 
Kentucky Congressional Representatives  







 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Endorsement:  

Governor of the State of Ohio  





 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Endorsement:  

Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 







 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Endorsements:  

State of Ohio General Assembly 

 







Contact Information: 

Office:  614-466-1308 
Toll-Free:  1-800-282-0253 

FAX:  614-719-3587 
Email: Rep33@ohiohouse.gov 

Committees: 

Finance and Appropriations 
   Transportation Subcommittee, Ranking 
Insurance 
 
 Representative Alicia Reece 

33rd House District 

 

 
 www.house.state.oh.us 
 77 S. High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 

Colonel Luke T. Leonard 
District Commander  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Louisville District 
P.O. Box 59 
Attn: CELRL-PM-P 
Louisville, KY 40201 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the Re-Designation of the Port of Cincinnati  
 
Dear Colonel Leonard: 
 
I write to offer my support for the proposed re-designation of the Port of Cincinnati to include a larger 
geographic region of 205-miles of the Ohio River along the State of Ohio shoreline. Taking action to 
expand the current Port of Cincinnati boundary to capture freight commerce as counted by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) is of great value to positioning our regional freight transportation system 
as one that can capably compete in a global economy.   
 
Our nation’s inland waterways facilitate affordable, energy-efficient transportation that is also 
environmentally friendly – a barge can move one ton of cargo 576 miles per one-gallon of fuel, compared 
with 413 miles by rail, and 155 miles by truck. By 2020, traffic on inland waterways is expected to 
increase by 51 million tons from 2012, an overall 11% increase. 
 
Regionally, we must present a strong voice advocating for our regional transportation system and its 
growth and stability. The Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana region is an important connection to global markets, 
via the Gulf of Mexico, and is ideally located within 43% of the nation’s population and 44% of its 
manufacturing.  

I strongly support the ongoing collaborative approach on both sides of the river to identify the best 
strategies for boosting economic activity via cargo commerce. As such, I encourage U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers action to recognize this larger region as the Cincinnati Tri-State Port District, and look 
forward to regional commercial river activity and cargo tonnage being counted by the USACE as part of 
this greater district 

Best Regards, 

 
Representative Alicia Reece 
 

xc: Laura N. Brunner, President / CEO – Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority 
 and Roger Peterman, Chairman of the Board – Northern Kentucky Port Authority 



PETER J. STAUTBERG 
State Representative, 27th House District 

 

 
Contact Information 

77 S. High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 

 (614) 644-6886 
Email: Rep27@ohiohouse.gov 

 

Committees 
Public Utilities (Chair) 

Judiciary 
Finance and Appropriations 

 

October 8, 2013 
 
Colonel Luke T. Leonard 
District Commander  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Louisville District 
P.O. Box 59 
Attn: CELRL-PM-P 
Louisville, KY 40201 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the Re-Designation of the Port of Cincinnati  
 
Dear Colonel Leonard: 
 
I write to offer my support for the proposed re-designation of the Port of Cincinnati extending its current 
reach of 26 miles of the Ohio River to approximately 205 miles. This action to expand the current Port of 
Cincinnati boundary to capture freight commerce is of great value to positioning our regional freight 
transportation system as one that can capably compete in a global economy.   
 
The Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana region is an important connection to global markets, via the Gulf of Mexico, 
and is ideally located within 43% of the nation’s population and 44% of its manufacturing. Regionally, 
we must present a strong voice advocating for our regional transportation system and its growth and 
stability. As a significant marketing advantage for the entire region, it is important to note that there are 
no costs associated with this re-designation for any of the involved entities. 
 
I strongly support the ongoing collaborative approach on both sides of the river, and encourage U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers action to recognize this larger region as the Cincinnati Tri-State Port District. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Peter Stautberg 
State Representative 
27th House District 
 
 
cc: Laura N. Brunner, President / CEO – Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority 

Roger Peterman, Chairman of the Board – Northern Kentucky Port Authority 

 
 www.ohiohouse.gov 
 77 South High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 











 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Endorsements:  

Commonwealth of Kentucky General Assembly 
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October 11, 2013 
 
 

Colonel Luke T. Leonard 
District Commander  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Louisville District 
P.O. Box 59 
Louisville, Kentucky 40201 
 
Dear Colonel Leonard: 
 

I write to offer my support for the proposed re-designation of the Port of Cincinnati to include a larger 
geographic region of 205 miles of the Ohio River along the State of Ohio’s shoreline.  Taking action to expand the current 
Port boundary to capture freight commerce as counted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is of great value to 
positioning our regional freight transportation system as one that can capably compete in a global economy.   

I strongly support the ongoing collaborative approach on both sides of the river to identify the best strategies 
for boosting economic activity via cargo commerce.  As such, I encourage U.S. Army Corps of Engineers action to 
recognize this larger region as the Cincinnati Tri-State Port District, and look forward to regional commercial river activity 
and cargo tonnage being counted by the USACE as part of this greater district. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Dennis Keene 
State Representative 

 
DK:mg 
cc: Mr. Roger Peterman, Chairman of the Board, Northern Kentucky Port Authority 
 Ms. Laura N. Brunner, President / CEO, Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority 



















 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Endorsements:  

State of Ohio Local Jurisdictions 



City of Cincinnati

Office of the Mayor Room 150, City Hall
801 Plum Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

October 23, 2013 Phone (513) 352-3250
Fax (513) 352-5201

Colonel Luke T. Leonard
District Commander
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Louisville District
P.O. Box 59
Afln: CELRL-PM-P
Louisville, KY 40201

Dear Colonel Leonard:

I write to offer my support for the proposed modification of the current boundary definition of the “Port of
Cincinnati” to include a larger geographic region that includes up to 205 miles of Ohio River and Licking River in
19 counties in Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana. Taking this action is a strong play for our region’s economic
development efforts and will improve our ability to compete for additional business for freight cargo and related
industry.

Freight transportation via inland waterways is part of a progressive multimodal logistics system. It is an idea whose
time has come because it is environmentally responsible, efficient and low-cost. A barge can move one ton of cargo
576 miles per one-gallon of fuel, compared with 413 miles by rail, and 155 miles by truck. By 2020, traffic on
inland waterways is expected to increase by 51 million tons from 2012, an overall 11% increase.

Our community and economic base is intrinsically linked to the health of the Ohio River and its vitality as an
economic link to national and global market opportunities. Taking this action to increase the Port boundary to
reflect regional freight commerce as counted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is of great value to positioning
our regional freight transportation system as one that can capably compete in a global economy. Regionally, we
must present a strong voice advocating for our regional transportation system and its growth and stability. The
Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana region is an important connection to global markets, via the Gulf of Mexico, and is ideally
located within 43% of the nation’s population and 44% of its manufacturing. I am especially glad that this effort is
collaborative and includes the voices of private industry as well as community constituents.

I endorse the ongoing collaborative approach on both sides of the river to identify the best options for boosting
economic activity via cargo commerce. As such, I encourage you to support this action to establish this larger Port
region, and look forward to regional commercial river activity and cargo tonnage being counted by the USACE as
part of this greater~listrict.

Si

Mark Mallory
Mayor

Equal Opportunity Employer





 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Endorsements:  

Commonwealth of Kentucky Local Jurisdictions 

 









 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Endorsements:  

Private Industry 
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